


FER 27 1953 


ARKANSAS 


», LIBRARIES 





Ta. 
5 
Vol. 9, Series II January, 1953 Number 3 





Issued Quarterly 


ARKANSAS LIBRARY COMMISSION 
In Co-operation With 


ARKANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Lag SRSITY OF MiCHIGAN 
Cag mas © MRARY 








Arkansas Libraries 

































































Vol. 9, Series II January, 1953 Number 3 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
President’s Message, by Mary Sue Shepherd 3 
In spite of Fire, Famine and .... by Frances Potter Neal 5 
1953 Officers of the Arkansas Library Association... 6 
Arkansas Library Association Annual Conference (Program) 7 
Report of the Recruitment Committee 9 
Books are Basic for Librarians, by Sarah Lewis Jones 10 
People on My Street, by Henry M. Alexander. 14 
Here We Go—to Mexico, by Margaret Yost 14 
ALA Junior Members Roundtable 16 
Pennies for Pinocchio 16 
Sebastian County Library Book Fair, by Wilma Ingram 17 
New Committee Plans Library Development for Arkansas. 18 
News Notes 18 
ARKANSAS LIBRARY COMMISSION BOARD 
Mrs. Merlin Moore, Chairman Little Rock 
Mrs. I. T. Hill Imboden 
Mr. B. L. Kirksey ._. Rogers 
Mrs. Almon Faught Jonesboro 
Mrs. Lee Martin Little Rock 
Mrs. C. N. Ruffin DeWitt 
Miss Pearl Williamson .. DeQueen 





Mrs. Karl Neal, Executive Secretary and Librarian 


ARKANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR 1953 


Little Rock 





Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, President 


Magnolia 





Miss Florene Jordan, Vice-President 
Miss Syble Tatom, Secretary 


Little Rock 





Mrs. Hubert Mendel, Member-at-large -.. 


Hot Springs 





Mrs. Karl Neal, A.L.A. Councilor 


Little Rock 





Mrs. H. V. Sorrels, Treasurer 


Brinkley 





........ Conway 





Miss Gladys Sachse, President, 1952 -... 





eas oe vFTee v7 Vv " FTF " 





ARKANSAS LIBRARIES 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


Let us make 1953 a year of great 
advancement for library service in 
Arkansas. 


“It’s a good time to pioneer for 
more wide-spread, more effective, 
better coordinated, and stronger li- 
brary service,” states Mr. Raymond 
C. Lindquist, librarian of Cuyahoga 
County Public Library, Cleveland, 
Ohio, in his article, “Great Expecta- 
tion” in the December 1, 1952 LI- 
BRARY JOURNAL. 


The Arkansas Library Association 
has been organized for thirty years 
and much progress has been made. 
Yet today, only thirty-four of our 
seventy-five counties have tax sup- 
port for their libraries. 


The report of the Membership 
Committee gives us the following 
information: two life members, 
twelve institutional members, and 
four hundred thirty-seven individual 
members. This makes a total of four 
hundred fifty-one memberships. 


We want to emphasize that the 
Arkansas Library Association is your 
organization. We cordially invite 
you to send in suggestions for its 
improvement. 


The president with the aid of the 
Executive Board will announce this 
month most of the committees for the 
year. Some have already been ap- 
pointed and are working. 


The Committee for the Manual for 
the Association believes they can 
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have it completed by the 1953 con- 
vention. 


The Recruitment Committee has 
worked hard, but have we shared in 
the responsibility of this movement? 


The Association now has a balance 
of $1,205.89 in the treasury, plus 
$182.00 in the reserve fund. The ex- 
penses for the 1952 convention were 
$794.24. 


Arkansas had 16 members attend- 
ing the Southwestern Regional As- 
sociation’s biennial conference at 
Mexico City in November. This meet- 
ing provided us with unusual oppor- 
tunities for understanding our friends 
“across the border”. We should be 
very proud of the fact that one of 
our own members, Mr. Marvin A. 
Miller, is now president of this 
Southwestern Regional Library As- 
sociation. We must pledge our full 
support to him. 


We hope many of you will have 
the opportunity to go to the annual 
conference of the American Library 
Association in Los Angeles, June 21- 
27. 


Let us be alert to meet each chal- 
lenge of the New Year. 


By now, your president begins to 
realize the happy experiences of her 
office. 


Sincerely, 


Mary Sue Shepherd 
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Mrs. Karl Neal, executive secretary and librarian, Arkansas Library Commission, 
tells about passage of one-mill tax in six counties in Arkansas, November 4, 1952. 
Four of these counties—Baxter, Greene, Ouachita and Scott—are planning county- 
wide library service for the first time. Cleburne and LaFayette were already 
established. Counties which are white on the map do not have a county library. 
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IN SPITE OF FIRE, FAMINE AND—WELL, 
SOME WARM POLITICS, TOO 
By Frances Potter Neal 


In a year of drought and forest 
fires, six counties in Arkansas— 
Cleburne, Lafayette, Baxter, Greene, 
Ouachita and Scott—were able to 
secure the passage of the one-mill 
tax for the support of a county li- 
brary. This accomplishment is note- 
worthy since it indicates the interest 
of Arkansas citizens in the improve- 
ment of educational opportunity. 
Four of the counties—Baxter, Greene, 
Ouachita, Scott—which secured pas- 
sage of the library tax November 4 
—did not have a county library. The 
tax campaign in each of these coun- 
ties was sponsored by citizens’ 
groups, with the leadership of a per- 
son interested in establishing a li- 
brary for the community. Mrs. 
L. E. Chiles and the Garden Club 
of Waldron in Scott county; Miss 
Presta Ritter and the Paragould 
branch of the American Association 
of University Women in Greene 
county; Mr. J. M. Rowan, Jr., and 
the Camden Junior Chamber of 
Commerce in Ouachita county; and 
Mrs. Nell Powell Wright and the 
Mountain Home Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Club in Baxter coun- 
ty, all presented the measure for 
library support in their counties in a 
constructive manner so that passage 
of the tax became a reality. Two of 
these counties have already named 


their library board members. For 
Scott county, they are: Mrs. L. E. 
Chiles, chairman, and Judge John 
McCraw, Mr. Norman Goddner and 
Mrs. R. R. Wilson, all of Waldron; 
Mrs. Inez Neal of Parks, Mrs. Jose- 
phine Bethel of Cauthron, and Mr. 
W. A. McKeown of Forester. For 
Ouachita county: Mr. Dale Sessons, 
chairman, and Mr. J. A. Womack and 
Mr. Tommy Watts, all of Camden; 
Dr. Henry G. Hearnsberger of Ste- 
phens, Mr. Bob Launius of Bearden 
and Mr. H. R. Nabors of Chidester. 


Miss Florene Jordan and her li- 
brary board in Lafayette county se- 
cured an increase of the half-mill tax 
to the one-mill tax. Mrs. Terry Grif- 
fith, librarian, Mrs. John M. Moose, 
Jr., and other members of the Cle- 
burne County board tried a second 
time for the one-mill tax and were 
successful. The achievements of 
these people will give incentive to 
other counties to try for the tax in 
1954. 


Arkansas now has fifty counties 
organized for library service under 
the County Library Law. Thirty- 
four of these counties have the one- 
mill tax for support. Several coun- 
ties also receive quorum court ap- 
propriations in addition to the one- 
mill tax. 


ARKANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION ANNUAL 


CONFERENCE 
OCTOBER 20-21, HOTEL MARION, LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
OFFICERS 
TE sada aalenneaiabenshtibieieiCdisbeindbiiade Miss Gladys Sachse 
EEE 2 OO SE Miss Mary Sue Shepherd 
I isha hndtiensiiiiseaiasabai sical ep ieaiabeediilibelbiniaainlie Mrs. J. B. Abraham 
Treasurer ___ cencesiasidihes sucetenenidenn siguieliceeiassinidancnda Mrs. B. G. Mosley 


Member-at-large __........-...----------.-.-- 


Councilor ____ 


President, 1951 


LLG Oe tree anes Mrs. W. B. Burkett 


_.................. Mrs. Karl Neal 
_.......... Miss Marcella Grider 
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1953 OFFICERS of the Arkansas Library Association include (seated, left to right) 
Miss Elizabeth Huey, librarian of the Southeast Arkansas Regional Library at 
Monticello, chairman of the Public, County and Regional Section; Mrs. John W. 
Lowe, librarian at Fourche Valley High School at Briggsville, School Section 
chairman; and Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, librarian of the Pulaski County Public 
Library, Association president, and Joseph C. Borden, associate librarian at the 
University of Arkansas, College Section chairman. 
(Photo by courtesy of the Arkansas Gazette) 
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PROGRAM 
Monday, October 20, 1952 
8:00 A. M. 
iets ciattenaichincitannth Lobby, Marion Hotel 
I i cilia mal labinaceclibeds Banquet Hall 
Executive Board Meeting _. i “ es 
9:30 A. M. 


FIRST GENERAL SESSION—Ball Room, Marion Hotel 


Miss Gladys Sachse, President of the Arkansas Library Association, 
presiding. 

Invocation—Dr. Aubrey Walton, Pastor, First Methodist Church, 
Little Rock. 

Welcome from the City of Little Rock—Pratt Remmel, Mayor of 
Little Rock. 

Response—Mrs. H. V. Sorrels, Librarian, Brinkley High School. 

Introduction. 

Address—“A Penny saved—Cost cutting methods in library opera- 
tions”. Mr. Stewart W. Smith, Librarian, St. Louis County Li- 
brary, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Introduction of Exhibitors—Miss Freddy Schader, Arkansas Library 
Commission. 

Announcement—Mr. Edmon Low, President, Southwestern Regional 
Library Association, Oklahoma A. & M. College, Stillwater, Okla. 

Report of Nominating Committee—Miss Elizabeth Huey, Librarian, 
Southeast Arkansas Regional Library, Monticello. 


Business. 
1:15 P. M. 
Tour—Arkansas’ Old State House—Mrs. Charles F. W. Loewer. 
2:30 P. M. 


SECTIONAL MEETING—Ball Room 


Miss Juanita Campbell, Chairman of the School Library Section, 
presiding. 

Address—Miss Sarah Lewis Jones, Assistant Director, Textbook and 
Library Service Division, State Department of Education, At- 
lanta, Georgia. 

Business Meeting. 

4:30 — 6:00 P. M. 


eg 8 eee Banquet Hall 
8:00 P. M. 
SECOND GENERAL SESSION—Ball Room 


Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, Vice-President, presiding. 

Introduction—Mrs. Merlin Moore, Chairman, Arkansas Library Com- 
mission Board. 

Address—“The People on My Street”—Dr. Henry Alexander, School 
Business Administration, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. 


INFORMAL RECEPTION—Ball Room. 


Hosts: Trustee Section. 
Honoring: Future Librarians among College Students. 
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9:30 — 10:00 P. M. 
acne oF eae TT... Banquet Hall 
Tuesday, October 21 
7:30 A. M. 


UNITED LIBRARY SCHOOLS BREAKFAST—Continental Room 
Miss Gladys Sachse, presiding. 
Invocation. 


Introduction—Mrs. Jessie Bach, Librarian of Jackson County Library, 
Newport. 


“For your pleasure’—Mrs. Paul Burton, Newport. 
Recognition of Recent Library School Graduates—Mrs. Karl Neal, 
Librarian, Arkansas Library Commission, Little Rock. 


9:15 A. M. 
THIRD GENERAL SESSION—Ball Room 


Miss Mary Sue Shepherd, Vice-President, presiding. 

Introduction—Mrs. Frank Yost, Arkansas Library Commission. 

Address—Miss Sarah Lewis Jones, Assistant Director, Textbook and 
Library Service Division, State Department of Education, At- 
lanta, Georgia. 

Music—Music Department of North Little Rock High School directed 
by Mr. C. E. McMeans. 


10:15 A. M. 
SECTIONAL MEETINGS, SECOND SESSION 


COLLEGE AND REFERENCE SECTION—Continental Private Dining 
Room 


Chairman—Mrs. Juanita Cole, Librarian, Arkansas Polytechnic Col- 
lege, Russellville. 

Address—Mr. Edmon Low, Librarian, Oklahoma A. & M. College, 
Stillwater, Oklahoma. 

Business. 


COUNTY, PUBLIC AND REGIONAL SECTION AND TRUSTEE SEC- 
TION—Ball Room 


Chairman—Mrs. Ann Veasey, Librarian, Ashley County Library, 
Hamburg. 

Address—Mr. Stewart W. Smith, Librarian, St. Louis County Li- 
brary, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Business (Trustee Section—Parlor A). 


12:45 P. M. 
LUNCHEON—ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING—Continental Room. 


Miss Gladys Sachse, presiding. 

During the meeting of the Arkansas Library Association, Parlor A 
on the Mezzanine was available to members for a quiet meeting place 
through the courtesy of Mr. C. H. Snelling of R. S. and S. Co., Inc., 7478 
Oraton St., Newark 4, New Jersey. 
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EXHIBITORS 


American Library Association 
Arkansas Book House, Inc. 
Baptist Book Store 
Childcraft-Field Enterprises, Inc. 
Chrola Vinson Company 

P. F. Collier & Son 

F. E. Compton & Company 
Democrat Ptg. & Lithographing Co. 
Don R. Phillips 

Doubleday & Company, Inc. 

E. P. Dutton & Company, Inc. 
Encyclopedia Britannica 

E. M. Hale Company 


The Jenkins Book Company 
Little Rock Library Bindery 
A. C. McClurg and Company 
The Macmillan Company 

The Memphis News Company 
New Method Book Bindery, Inc. 
The R. S. and S. Company, Inc. 
Remington Rand, Inc. 

Simon and Schuster, Inc. 
Steck Company 

Albert Whitman and Company 
Wilcox and Follett Company 
The H. W. Wilson Company 


The World Book - Field Enterprises, Inc. 
Programs were printed through the courtesy of New Method Book 


Bindery, Jacksonville, Illinois. 


REPORT OF THE RECRUITMENT COMMITTEE OF THE 
ARKANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 1952 


BY WAY OF EXPLANATION— 
Through an oversight, I neglected to 
call for a report of the Recruitment 
Committee at the business meeting 
of the Arkansas Library Association, 
October 21. The Committee’s report 
is printed in full below. 


Recruitment is of vital importance 

to the expansion of Arkansas li- 

braries. The following report pre- 

sents excellent ideas. We hope each 
member will study the report and 
work to recruit new librarians. 
Gladys Sachse 
President, 
Conference year 1952 

The Recruitment Committee of the 
Arkansas Library Association de- 
cided to explore the possibilities of 
reaching college students who might 
become interested in librarianship as 
a career by working through the 
librarians of the colleges in the state, 
as its project for 1952. 

Letters were sent to the librarians 
who are responsible for the Library 
Science teaching programs, asking 
for suggestions on methods, and re- 
questing that they try to meet the 
Freshman and Sophomore classes at 
least once each during the coming 
year in order to explain the oppor- 


tunities that librarianship offers. It 
was felt that such a plan should be 
carried out before the Library 
Science courses for teacher-librarians 
are begun in the Junior year. 


The following suggestions were re- 
ceived from college and other li- 
brarians: 


That librarians take a part, as 
far as possible, in Career Days. It 
was found that not many colleges 
have Career Days, but the libra- 
rians in the ones that do were very 
willing to take a part in them. 
One librarian mentioned the pos- 
sibility of having the high school 
students visit the library on Senior 
Day. She suggested special dis- 
plays and talks on librarianship at 
that time. 

That students who may be pros- 
pective librarians be invited to at- 
tend the Arkansas Library Associa- 
tion meeting. The college libra- 
rians were asked to extend invi- 
tations to such students. Arrange- 
ments were made to honor them 
at the reception. 

One librarian listed the following 
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methods she had used for recruit- 
ment: 

Talks to both men and women 
students at house meetings, ex- 
plaining the profession, its pur- 
poses, etc. 

Visits to high school libraries in 
the area, making a special effort 
to talk with student assistants. 


Class displays and posters on dis- 
play in the main lobby at all times. 
Talks to junior and senior stu- 
dents in the high schools, at the 
request of the superintendents. 
Other librarians are carrying on or 

planning the following activities: 

An explanation of the profession 
as part of the college orientation 
program. 

A plan for offering library 
courses prior to the junior year. 

Encouragement of student li- 
brary assistants and members of 
Library Science courses to enter 
library schools. 

Personal work with individual 
students who have the qualifica- 
tions to become good librarians. 
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Visits to other libraries by stu- 
dent library assistants. 

Speakers sent to high schools on 
their Career Days. 

Talks to special groups, such as 
social science classes. 

Chapel programs 
broadcasts. 

The activities of college librarians 
were found to be so numerous and 
varied that the committee felt that 
the list given above might be helpful 
to others. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Nelle Castleberry 
Fay Harding 
Elizabeth Huey 
Dorothy M. Fenton, 
Chairman 


October 21, 1952 

(A copy of this report has been 
sent to Field Enterprises, Inc., Chi- 
cago, sponsors of “Field Citations for 
Library Recruiting”, presented an- 
nually, at the A.L.A. Midwinter meet- 
ing, to library organizations doing 
the best work in recruitment for li- 
brarianship.) 


and _s radio 


BOOKS ARE BASIC FOR LIBRARIANS 


By Sarah Lewis Jones! 


It is a rare privilege for me to 
have an opportunity to visit your 
lovely state again. Years ago I had 
my first glimpse of rice lands as I 
drove from Memphis to Little Rock, 
and I thought I had never seen a 
more beautiful sight than those 
miles of soft green carpet. Truly, 
Arkansas has been properly desig- 
nated “The Wonder State”. 


It is a privilege to renew acquain- 
tances among your professional 
group, and I bring you greetings 
from Georgia librarians who have 
come to know some of you at nation- 
al meetings. I bring a special greet- 
ing to those of you who attended the 


Library Institute at Emory Univer- 
sity in the summer. If we did not 
try to keep you in Georgia perma- 
nently, it was because we felt bound 
by the proprieties of the occasion. 

I have been asked to extend to you 
the official greetings and best wishes 
of the officers and staff of the Amer- 
ican Library Association on this your 
30th conference. The strength of the 
American Library Association is de- 
rived from the strength of state and 
regional associations and from its 
individual members. We must grow 
in strength together. We cannot 
prosper separately. 

In inviting me to be with you to- 


1Miss Jones is assistant director, Textbook and Library Division, Georgia State 
Department of Education, Atlanta, Georgia. 
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day, Miss Shepherd said I could 
choose my own subject, just so I 
talked thirty or forty minutes and 
just so the talk was informative and 
inspiring. A truly formidable as- 
signment, and one I am afraid that 
angels would avoid. I am reminded 
that Lincoln’s Gettysburg address 
contained only 272 words, while 
26,911 words were required for a 
recent OPA directive lowering the 
price of cabbage. I cannot aspire to 
the first. I hope I can be a little less 
dull and longwinded than the sec- 
ond. 


Your choice of the theme for this 
convention, “Books Are Basic”, is a 
happy one. Too long our programs 
have been concerned with the minu- 
tia of technical processes, the wooing 
of patrons and the financial exigen- 
cies that haunt the dreams of admin- 
istrators. We have followed new 
gods, the radio, films and television, 
and have relegated to an inconspicu- 
ous place in our thought the basic 
commodity of the library, its corner- 
stone, the book. We have become 
so engrossed in gadgets that we have 
forgotten the purpose for which 
those gadgets were created. 


Do not mistake me. Adequate fi- 
nancing, smooth functioning machin- 
ery, imaginative public relations and 
the newer media for the communica- 
tion of ideas are of utmost impor- 
tance in an effective library program. 
But we have not yet reached the 
place, and I hope we never shall, 
when books become obsolete and 
great ideas are no longer committed 
to print. 

We heard in New York and read, 
I hope, in our professional journals 
the many excellent papers that de- 
veloped the theme, “Books Are Ba- 
sic”, at our national convention. To- 
day I would like to have you think 
with me for the next few minutes 
on the idea that books are basic for 
librarians. 

We are inclined to smile when 
people say to us, “I think I would 
have liked to be a librarian, I always 
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did like books”, because we know 
that many other factors are involved 
in being a successful librarian. I 
am reminded of the story Lura Cur- 
rier of the Mississippi Library Com- 
mission tells about the afternoon 
she picked up a country woman who 
was hitchhiking a ride a couple of 
miles down the road. The woman 
wanted to know what Lura did, and 
she went into great detail to tell her 
how that day she had helped organ- 
ize a book collection, had appeared 
before the county commissioners and 
had talked to the P.T.A. When she 
finished, the country woman said to 
Lura, “That’s mighty interesting. It 
sure does beat working, doesn’t it?” 


But if we are honest with our- 
selves, didn’t our love of books, our 
pleasant association with others who 
loved books, predispose us to choose 
librarianship as a profession? 


Are we not touched with the same 
magic which was so well expressed 
by a little girl who visited our state 
bookmobile? She picked up a 
Christmas book that had a pop-up 
Christmas tree in the front and was 
entranced with it. She looked up, 
her brown eyes snapping with ex- 
citement, and said, “It’s a wonder 
what you find in a book!” 


All of you, I am sure, can remem- 
ber those early adventures in read- 
ing, those hours that were all too 
short and that we sought to prolong 
by hiding in trees or other inacces- 
sible places. It was the ST. NICHOL- 
AS magazine that first opened up the 
wonders of reading for me. Many 
of you are too young to remember 
how eagerly awaited was each issue 
of that magazine. I am sure that 
even the comics do not challenge 
the interest or have the affection of 
the young fry of today that ST. 
NICHOLAS and the YOUTH’S COM- 
PANION had for my generation. 


Whatever our first love in reading 
may have been, I am sure this in- 
terest deepened with the years until 
we became full-fledged librarians, 
eager to share with others the won- 
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ders we had found in books. But 
something happened; at least it did 
to me, and I am confident many 
other librarians have had the same 
experience. As we become more 
skilled in matching books to people, 
in widening the reading horizons of 
others, we find ourselves with less 
and less time to read for our own 
enjoyment and satisfaction. 


And that is the tragedy and the 
frustration of being a librarian. We 
who love books so much are sur- 
rounded by the best writings of all 
ages, have an opportunity to asso- 
ciate with the best thinkers of today, 
and what happens? We have to ac- 
quire the skill of scanning, and have 
little time for contemplative read- 
ing. We prescribe books to cure the 
ills of others, and do not prescribe 
for ourselves. If you do not believe 
this is true, examine your own read- 
ing program, or listen in on the con- 
versation of librarians and count the 
times you hear a real discussion of 
an important book. 


I believe we are fast losing our 
birthright as librarians. We are not 
maturing in our own reading as we 
expect our patrons to grow in theirs. 
And in this failure to ourselves we 
are failing our public. I do not know 
of any profession whose members 
are held in higher esteem, who are 
considered more intelligent and bet- 
ter read than are librarians. But I 
am afraid our public would be sadly 
disillusioned if it could see us skim- 
ming and skipping and dipping, in 
our frantic attempt to keep abreast 
of the prodigious output of the pub- 
lishing houses. 


You remember the conversation 
between Alice and the Queen. 
‘“Well, in our country,” said Alice, 
still pouting a little, “you’d generally 
get somewhere else—if you ran very 
fast for a long time as we’ve been 
doing.” 

‘“A slow sort of country,” said the 
Queen. “Now, HERE you see it 
takes all the running you can do to 
keep in the same place. If you want 
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to get somewhere else, you must run 
at least twice as fast as that.”’ 

I am sure we can sympathize with 
the Queen. 

We no longer have a tree we can 
climb or a barnloft in which to hide 
while we lose ourselves in some book 
that brings us deep inner satisfac- 
tion or challenges our thinking about 
the great problems with which we 
are faced. Somehow we must find 
the place and the time. We must 
continue to grow, if we believe 
growth is important for others and if 
we expect to share in this educational 
process. We cannot afford to coast 
along, or we will be in the position 
of the violinist who through the 
years had come to the place he played 
on only one string with his bow in 
one position. A little boy said to 
him, “All the violinists I have seen 
play on several strings and use sev- 
eral fingers. Why do you play on 
only one place?” and the violinist 
answered, “My son, the others are 
looking for the tune; I have found 
it!” 

People who have found the tune, 
who no longer need to develop inner 
resources, who are not stirred to ex- 
amine new ideas and revaluate old 
ones, are not very safe people to be 
in charge of such a potentially ex- 
plosive place as a library. 

For libraries are dangerous be- 
cause they house ideas; and, in many 
places in the world today, nothing 
is more dangerous than an idea. We 
are living in an age of opposed ideas, 
when the unpopular or the unfamil- 
iar idea is under suspicion. 

Commager, in describing the twen- 
tieth-century American, says he “has 
a tendency to trust the past rather 
than the future, and the familiar 
rather than the original.” This atti- 
tude of mind in a period of crisis 
makes us ill-prepared to attack our 
problems, boldly and creatively. Li- 
brarians can encourage this creativ- 
ity of the mind, or can contribute 
to the social stagnation of the com- 
munity. I do not believe there is 
a middle ground. 
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We are familiar with the attacks 
that are sometimes made on our con- 
stitutional right of free speech 
through coercion, pressure or fear; 
but far more insidious and damaging 
are the attacks being made on our 
freedom to think. Charles Morgan, 
in his “Liberties of the Mind”, has 
forcefully described this clear and 
present danger. It should be a call 
to arms for all of us; for, if thinking 
becomes regimented, the freedom of 
speech, press and inquiry abridged, 
we will be forced to close up shop. 
There will be no purpose in having 
libraries. 


Are we approaching the time when 
library policies regarding the selec- 
tion of material will be so cluttered 
with restrictions, so subservient to 
this pressure group and that one, 
that people will no longer be pro- 
vided with the tools, the materials 
for creative thinking? In South 
Georgia the waterways become so 
clogged with water hyacinths that 
navigation has to be suspended and 
special machinery used to open up 
the channels. Is there danger that 
free access to information may also 
become clogged, and can we be sure 
that the machinery will ever be at 
hand for opening up the passage for 
the flow of ideas? 


What is our role in this struggle 
to keep the channels clear for 
straight thinking, based upon free 
access to materials on all sides of a 
question? Are we so mature, so 
firmly grounded in our conviction of 
the place of the library in the com- 
munity, so unafraid, that we can 
preserve the concept and the actual- 
ity of the library which provides 
people with facts—with all the facts? 


We will have no understanding of 
our responsibility, unless we have an 
understanding of the forces at work 
in the world today and their rela- 
tionship to the function of a library. 
We would prescribe books to others 
who wished to gain understanding. 
Will we take our own prescriptions? 
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Even if you think I am too quick to 
view with alarm, and to see strange 
shapes where no shadows exist, I 
believe you will agree with me that 
we are gripped by tensions, frustra- 
tions and even disillusionment. We 
are losing, or have lost, that inner 
security that makes it possible for 
us to face the future confidently, 
knowing that we will be equal to 
any emergency that may arise. How 
better can we repair those inner 
moorings than by seeking help from 
the best minds of the past and the 
present, by returning to those great 
books that have helped point direc- 
tions and have provided guideposts? 


It seems to me that the popularity 
of the Great Books discussions is 
evidence of a felt need for a return 
to the wisdom and inspiration found 
in good books. The fine American 
Heritage discussion programs are 
giving people a better understanding 
of the way they have come and the 
destination they may reach. I hope 
all librarians will participate in these 
programs. They are important for 
us as well as our patrons. 

I might at this point call to your 
attention a book that will be pub- 
lished in February by Houghton- 
Mifflin as an outgrowth of the 
Washington Conference on Rural 
Reading. It will be called The Won- 
derful World of Books, and at least 
twenty of its seventy chapters are 
being written by librarians. The 
American Library Association is co- 
operating in this venture, and if the 
book attains the high standards of 
Johnson’s This American People and 
Commager’s Living Ideas in America, 
we can eagerly await its publication. 


If we believe that education is a 
continuing process, we should be the 
best example in our community of 
the value of adult education. We 
should ourselves explore new fields 
of learning, plan our own reading 
programs. I am not speaking of pro- 
fessional reading, though that is im- 
portant. I am talking about that 
reading that will provide integrating 
experiences, that will help us to be 
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at home in our own day and gener- 
ation; reading that will stimulate new 
enthusiasms, that will help us attain 
new depth; reading that will strength- 
en and underpin our faith in our 
fellowman, that will contribute to- 
ward our clearness of vision and 
courage of our conviction. If we 
cannot acquire inner peace and un- 
derstanding as bulwarks against the 
stresses and strains, we cannot help 
others attain them. We cannot live 
effectively and happily in the world 
today if we are incased in mental 
and spiritual cement. We are at that 
stage where we must learn or perish. 
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We have the facilities for learning;— 
how we use these facilities is our 
challenge. 

Let us return to our first love, the 
printed page, and find enjoyment 
and satisfaction and stimulation from 
a well-turned phrase, from a well- 
developed idea, from an imaginative 
concept. Yes, there IS wonder in a 
book. The past can stretch its hand 
to steady us today. Today’s best 
thinking can illuminate tomorrow. 
We knew this wonder once. Do we 
still know it? Can we find it again? 


PEOPLE ON MY STREET’ 
By Henry M. Alexander 


Up to the present time, groups in- 
terested in promoting library service 
in Arkansas have been notably suc- 
cessful in the “political arena”. How- 
ever, future attempts to extend and 
to improve public library service in 
the state should be based upon a 
more intensive public relations pro- 
gram pointing up the social values 
inherent in library service and not 
upon any type of “pressure politics”. 
Library groups are small numeri- 
cally, and the weight of their num- 
bers is quite small in comparison 
to the social values they serve and 
promote. 


The influence of pressure groups 
in the state legislature undoubtedly 
will be curbed, as the Legislative 
Council becomes more and more to 


Yes, “Books ARE Basic”, espe- 
cially for librarians. 
be the normal channel through 


which significant legislative propos- 
als are brought to the General As- 
sembly. Local pressures in the legis- 
lature would be reduced if counties 
and municipalities in Arkansas were 
given a greater freedom from legis- 
lative control and were endowed 
with a broader authority to decide 
local issues for themselves at local 
levels of government. 


In conclusion, I would like to urge 
library groups to support these and 
other policies designed to shield 
legislators from local and minority 
pressures. Librarians in this way 
could best promote their own group 
interests and pave the way toward 
accomplishment of their political 
goals. 


1Abstract of the Banquet address delivered on Monday night, October 20, 


during the Arkansas Library Association’s annual conference. 


Dr. Alexander 


is head of the Political Science department at the University of Arkansas, Fay- 


etteville. 


HERE WE GO—TO MEXICO 
By Margaret Yost? 


You may not be able to take a 
rocket to the moon at the present 
time, but you can visit another coun- 


try by simply crossing the border 
into Mexico. Attending the South- 
western Library Association Conven- 


2Mrs. Frank Yost is reference librarian at the Arkansas Library Commission. 
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tion was a wonderful opportunity to 
combine pleasure with business. 


As soon as you cross the border 
(I drove and so saw far more of the 
country than would have been pos- 
sible otherwise) you are smitten with 
the abject poverty of the people, as 
well as with their good-natured ac- 
ceptance of their lot. There are 
loud cries of “Allo! Allo!” from the 
pedestrians as you pass by, and the 
friendly wave of a hand in greeting. 
You see few cars on the road, for it is 
a very rich man in Mexico who can 
afford one. In fact, it is a rich man 
who owns a burro to carry his load; 
and fully half of the people we saw 
on our way into Mexico City did not 
have shoes. 


Mexico City was much like any 
other large city in our country, ex- 
cept that many of the _ business 
houses were closed from one till 
three in the afternoon, and life 
moved at a gentler pace than in the 
United States. Here, too, we found 
people anxious to please and gra- 
cious in manner. 


The unique feature of this conven- 
tion was the double-barreled presen- 
tation of the topics we received; for 
since so few of the delegates were 
bilingual, each speech was delivered 
in English and then translated into 
Spanish. Some of the speakers could 
do this for themselves—Governor 
Murray, for instance, won the hearts 
of the Mexicans with his excellent 
diction—but others had to rely on 
translators. The theme of the con- 
ference followed the trend of that 
used at the A.L.A. meeting, “Books 
Unite the World”. Dr. Henry A. 
Holmes, a scholar of repute who is 
well loved in his adopted country, 
developed the theme in _ splendid 
fashion at the opening meeting. 


One of the most enjoyable fea- 
tures of the convention was the 
fiesta given by the Benjamin Frank- 
lin Library for the visitors. Booths 
were set up in the courtyard of the 
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library in a fashion similar to those 
at carnivals; and typical foods of the 
country were served, which were 
thoroughly enjoyed. Native cos- 
tumes were modeled to the accom- 
paniment of vocal and instrumental 
music, as well as an explanation of 
the origin and description of the 
costume being presented. The break- 
ing of a pinata climaxed the fiesta, 
and this was thoroughly enjoyed by 
us North Americanos to whom it was 
a totally unfamiliar custom. Many 
of us brought home broken bits of 
pottery as a memento of the occa- 
sion. 


I am so happy that the Executive 
Board saw fit to recommend that 
this Southwestern Library Confer- 
ence be held in Mexico City, and 
that the plan was carried through. 
The theme of the meeting, “Books 
Unite the World”, was quite in keep- 
ing with the spirit which prompted 
it. I fully intend to go back as a 
tourist and strengthen the ties formed 
on this trip which unite me to that 
country. 


Arkansas had a fine representa- 
tion at the convention. Those who 
attended either as delegates or to 
accompany the delegates were: Miss 
Mary Sue Shepherd of the Pulaski 
County Library; Miss Ida Mae Hagin 
and Miss Frances Barnett from the 
Little Rock Public Library; Mrs. 
Franklin Yost from the Arkansas 
Library Commission and Dr. Yost; 
Mrs. G. N. Harris from Philander 
Smith College; Miss Elsie Weisen- 
berger of the North Little Rock Pub- 
lic Library; Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Vin- 
son of the Chrola Vinson Company 
in North Little Rock; Mrs. Dula Reid 
from the Faulkner-Van Buren Re- 
gional Library in Conway; Mrs. Har- 
ley Weatherly, a board member of 
the same library. and her daughter, 
Martha; Mrs. Louis Dunaway from 
Arkansas State Teachers College 
and her son, Louis; Mrs. Georgiana 
Greeson from North Arkansas Re- 
gional Library; Miss Evelyn Simpson 








16 


and Miss Gordonelle Williams from 
Garland County Library; Miss Flo- 
rene Jordan from Columbia-Lafayette 
Regional Library; Miss Velma Lee 
Adams of Southern State College in 
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Magnolia; and Mr. Marvin Miller 
from the University of Arkansas. 
We were so proud of Mr. Miller;—he 
is our new president of the South- 
western Library Assocation. 


A.L.A. JUNIOR MEMBERS ROUNDTABLE 


“The A.L.A. is a big organization, 
and therefore the little librarian, 
particularly the young librarian, 
often feels left out. What he needs is 
a group within that large organiza- 
tion that he can feel he belongs to. 
The Junior Members Round Table is 
such a group. All members are the 
younger librarians, and _ therefore 
are faced with the same problems. 
Join them and really get something 
from your A.L.A. membership. If 
you are new to the profession, and 
if you like to be with librarians your 


own age, be sure and join the 
JMRT. 
Unfortunately, dues have to be 


paid to support any organization; and 
this is the time of the year that 
those dues should be paid. As you 
all know, the Junior Members 


Round Table is undertaking a tremen- 
dous task in trying to establish a 
placement Service geared especially 
for the young librarian. This service 
will benefit all young librarians, and 
is free of charge to all members of 
the Junior Members Round Table. 
Naturally, even though the national 
officers work without pay, dues are 
necessary to make this venture a 
success. Individual memberships are 
.50 per year; group memberships are 
$3.00.” 

Members will receive all JMRT 
publications, including the newsletter 
and placement bulletins. 

Secretary-Treasurer, 

James M. Hillard, Librarian 
Curtis Memorial Library 
Meriden, Connecticut 


PENNIES FOR PINOCCHIO* 


The A.L.A. Division for Children 
and Young People is asking us to 
help the children of Italy erect a 
monument to Pinocchio in his home 
town of Collodi near Pescia. It was 
in Collodi, over 70 years ago, that 
a penniless newspaper man, Carlos 
Lorenzini, created the immortal pup- 
pet, Pinocchio. 


The children in Italy have already 
started to collect pennies, and we 
have been invited by Professor Ca- 
millo P. Merlino of Boston Univer- 
sity to help. It was he who first 
suggested, to the Italian officials, a 
monument for Pinocchio. Children’s 
librarians have been asked to collect 
pennies during November (Loren- 
zini’s birthday month), at Christmas 
time, and again the week of January 
12. (But there is still time left to 
collect pennies in Arkansas.) 


If each librarian would keep a rec- 
ord of daily receipts, convert the 
pennies into a final check made pay- 
able to, and forward with a state- 
ment to Evelyn R. Robinson, Pennies 
for Pinocchio Fund, the Committee 
will see that a final check is sent to 
Mayor Anzillotti of Pescia, Italy. 
The Committee will also recommend 
to Mayor Anzillotti that the balance 
of the money collected not needed 
for the statue be used as the begin- 
ning of a fund for an International 
Youth Library in that part of Italy. 
The Committee thinks that the 
American children will welcome this 
opportunity to say “thank you” for 
Pinocchio. (Miss Robinson is Con- 
sultant, School Libraries, Dept. of 
Education, 200 Newbury Street, Bos- 
ton.) 


*Reprinted from CONNECTICUT LIBRARIES for December, 1952. 
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SEBASTIAN COUNTY LIBRARY BOOK FAIR 
By Wilma Ingram! 


Who wants to have a Book Fair? 
It is really quite simple, if you want 
it to be a small one. We had such a 
successful vacation reading program 
that a Book Fair during Book Week 
seemed to be the logical way to cap- 
italize on the increased interest in 
the library. The planning began in 
August. Everything available was 
read about Book Fairs, and from all 
of this reading ideas were gleaned 
that could be adapted to our space 
and budget. 


We used a small carousel that had 
been used as the center of interest of 
the fall Flower Show. The carousel 
was decorated with book jackets, 
and the animals and seats were made 
with book jackets. Tables of new 
books were placed in the reading 
room around this carousel. On one 
table we used a ferris wheel made 
from a construction set. A doll show 
completed the fair arrangement in 
the center of the room. The books 
were removed from the top shelves 
of fifteen sections. These shelves 
were fixed with shadow boxes by 
using a pastel newsprint to line the 
shelves and for the curtain effect. 
In each of these shadow boxes was 
a miniature arrangement depicting a 
subject, using book jackets to ex- 
plain the arrangement. 

Some of these shadow box scenes 
were: a miniature flower show, an 
art exhibit (toothpick easels hold- 
ing miniature prints of famous pic- 
tures), an Indian scene, a minstrel 
band (ceramic figurines of a colored 
band were borrowed from a local 
store), a Thanksgiving scene, toy- 
land, transportation. This is not the 
complete list, but space doesn’t per- 
mit a detailed description of each. 
The imagination turned loose can 
create any number of these minia- 
ture scenes. 


The week of Book Fair was a busy 


time for us. On Monday, we had 
Charlie May Simon with us. She 
talked to the Junior-Senior High 
School students at an assembly, and 
visited some of the classes. During 
the afternoon, the fourth, fifth and 
sixth grades came to the library. 
Prizes were given to the winners in 
the poster contest that we had spon- 
sored. Miss Simon signed autograph 
books and autographed copies of her 
books. After four o’clock, we had an 
informal reception for teachers. Mrs. 
Karl Neal and Mrs. Marie Pinckney 
of the Arkansas Library Commission 
came up for our Charlie May Simon 
Day. 


The rest of the week was a kind 
of anti-climax. We had from forty 
to sixty youngsters at the story hour 
that was held each day. These were 
school children from the local and 
the Jenny Lind schools. 


We were pleased with our little 
Book Fair. The publishers sent us 18 
copies of Miss Simon’s books which 
were sold to be autographed. There 
are many things that we would have 
done that we did not do, many things 
could have been improved; but ex- 
cept for the planning and publicity, 
the whole fair was arranged in less 
than one week’s time. Fortunately, 
we had received several large ship- 
ments of our fall book orders. We 
had four tables of new books. The 
children and young people enjoyed 
browsing and examining them. We 
made reserves, and the next week 
after Book Fair found the books in 
circulation. 


Since we had never had a Book 
Fair before this, we kept it small 
and simple. There are many things 
that I would like to tell you about 
our author day, and the exhibits, and 
the visitors, but it would take so 
much space. If anyone is planning 


1Miss Ingram is librarian, Sebastian County Library, with headquarters at 


Greenwood. 
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a book fair, and wants any of my 


ideas to use I will be glad to write 
the particulars. It is a lot of fun, a 


NEW COMMITTEE PLANS 
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lot of work to set up, more work to 
take down and clean up. The pub- 
licity really pays for all this. 


LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 


FOR ARKANSAS 


The Executive Board of the Ark- 
ansas Library Association has ap- 
pointed a committee to begin the 
work of drawing up a plan for the 
development of library service in 
Arkansas. The committee is com- 
posed of the following: Mrs. Frances 
Neal, executive secretary and libra- 
rian, Arkansas Library Commission; 


Mrs. Catherine Chew, librarian, 
Little Rock Public Library; Miss 
Lucille Slater, librarian, Union Coun- 
ty Library; Marvin A. Miller, direc- 
tor of libraries, University of Ark- 


ansas; and Mrs. Hazel H. Deal, li- 
brarian, Washington County Library, 
chairman. 


NEWS NOTES 


A SERIES OF TWELVE LEC- 
TURES on the arts and sciences in 
the contemporary world were in- 
augurated December 4 at the Little 
Rock Public Library. Speakers will 
be members of the University of 
Arkansas faculty. The lecture series 
is co-sponsored by the University, 
Little Rock Public Library and the 
Little Rock branch of the American 
Association of University Women. 


THE MILLARD G. HARDIN LAW 
LIBRARY has been recently estab- 
lished in honor of the late president 
of the Newport Bar Association who 
inaugurated a proposal for the asso- 
ciation to plan a legal reference 
library accessible to the lawyers of 
Jackson county as well as the gen- 
eral public. The law library is 
housed in the tower room of the 
W. A. Billingsley Memorial Library. 


MRS. KARL NEAL WAS ELECT- 
ED EXECUTIVE SECRETARY AND 
LIBRARIAN at a meeting of the 
Arkansas Library Commission board 
on October 11, to replace Miss Irene 
Mason, resigned. Mrs. Neal has 
served as acting librarian since Sep- 
tember, 1951, during the year’s leave 
of absence in which Miss Mason did 
library advisory work in Thailand 
under auspices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of State. Back in Indianapolis 


waiting for a foreign assignment 
again, Miss Mason has accepted an 


interim appointment in the Indiana . 


State Extension Division, “to help 
work out some county library devel- 
opment plans”, according to the Di- 
vision’s October bulletin. The ap- 
pointment of Mrs. Neal as state li- 
brarian is the first appointment of 
a native Arkansan to the position. 
Mrs. Neal secured her bachelor of 
arts degree from the University of 
Arkansas; she obtained the master 
of arts degree with a major in library 
science from the University of Den- 
ver in 1949. 


THREE HOME DEMONSTRA- 
TION CLUBS of Montgomery coun- 
ty, whose members are interested in 
self-improvement through good read- 
ing, have borrowed books from the 
Arkansas Library Commission. Pen- 
cil Bluff Home Demonstration Club 
members have established their own 


community library center, with Mrs. 
J. W. Gardiner as librarian. 


DURING THE MONTH OF NO- 
VEMBER, the Rector city library 
launched a drive, “Lights on for the 
Library”, for the purpose of securing 
funds to enlarge the present inade- 
quate library headquarters. 
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FIRE WHICH RECENTLY DE- 
STROYED THE HARRELL SCHOOL 
BUILDING resulted in an $85,000.00 
loss including all library books and 
equipment, all textbooks, and science 
materials. Mrs. R. W. Rowland, 
teacher-librarian at the school, made 
an appeal on behalf of the faculty 
and student body for library books 
and other library materials. 


MRS. MERLIN MOORE, CHAIR- 
MAN OF THE ARKANSAS LI- 


BRARY COMMISSION BOARD, was 
the winner of a poll conducted in 
October by the ARKANSAS DEM- 
OCRAT to choose the outstanding 
“Arkansas Woman of the Year”. 
Past president of the Little Rock 
Soroptimist Club, and chairman of 
the Arkansas Citizens Committee for 
the celebration of United Nations 
Day on October 24, Mrs. Moore has 
recently been named a co-chairman 
of the American Heritage Founda- 
tion group in Little Rock. 


THE STAFF OF THE ARKANSAS 


LIBRARY COMMISSION honored 
Mrs. Merlin Moore, Arkansas’ Wom- 
an of the Year, at Open House dur- 
ing the A.E.A. convention, Thursday 
afternoon, November 6th, from 1:00 
to 3:00. About 100 guests called. 


THE LIBRARY OF JOHN GOULD 
FLETCHER, the late Pulitzer Prize- 
winning Arkansas author, has been 
given to the University of Arkansas. 
Mrs. Fletcher, children’s author who 
writes under the name of Charlie 
May Simon, is preparing the collec- 
tion of 1,183 books (some rare first 
editions) for use by the University. 
Fletcher’s library includes foreign 
works, poetry books and information 
about folklore, a subject which 
greatly interested him. Fletcher was 


founder and first president of the 
Ozark Folklore Society, now the 
Arkansas Folklore Society. 
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MRS. CARROLL BISHOP has as- 
sumed the duties of librarian of 
White County Library, at Searcy. 
Prior to her appointment to this po- 
sition, Mrs. Bishop had served as 
librarian for Arkansas College, Bates- 
ville. 


NORTH LITTLE ROCK’S PUBLIC 
SCHOOL SYSTEM excels almost 
any district in the state with its 
“film library”, according to F. B. 
Wright, assistant superintendent. The 
collection, valued at $35,000, includes 
hundreds of strips and slides, be- 
sides records and _ transcriptions. 
These facilities are used “not for 
amusement, but for education”. 


MISS MARGARET MALONE of 
Camden entertained the School Li- 
brarians’ sectional meeting during 
the recent AEA convention, with a 
display and discussion of the history 
of puppets. Some of the puppets in 
Miss Malone’s collection are over 
two hundred years old. She has been 
interested in the hobby since her 
childhood. 


CLARK COUNTY LIBRARY re- 
sumed its story hour for children, 
ages four through ten, on Saturday, 
October 4, with Miss Melrose Bra- 
shears in charge of the story hour. 
Miss Brashears, a Ouachita college 
student and part-time assistant at 
the Clark County Library, was for- 
merly on the staff of the Arkansas 
Library Commission. 


THE STAFF CLUB OF THE ARK- 
ANSAS LIBRARY COMMISSION 
has elected the following officers for 
1953: president, Mrs. Margaret M. 
Yost; vice-president, Mrs. Hazel H. 
Isgrig; and secretary-treasurer, Miss 
Nell Webb. Objectives of the club 
are: (1) to work for greater welfare 


of the library; (2) to raise profession- 
al standards of the staff; and (3) to 
better working conditions of the 
staff. 
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MR. L. W. YATES of near Boone- 
ville passed away January 2 after a 
prolonged illness. Mrs. Yates is li- 
brarian of Logan County Library, 
with headquarters at Booneville. 


A NEW CHEVROLET sedan deliv- 
ery truck has been purchased by the 


Logan County Library, in order to 
facilitate library service in that area. 


AN ANONYMOUS GRANT OF 
$100,000, to be used for construction 
of a library building for the John 
Brown University at Siloam Springs, 
will bring the institution nearer to 
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its primary goal of membership in 
North Central Association of Col- 
leges, according to Storm Whaley, 
vice-president. The library will be 
a three-story, fire-proof building, 
valued at close to a quarter million 
dollars upon completion. It is ex- 
pected to be ready for use by the 
fall term of 1953. 


MISS CONSTANCE MITCHELL, 
librarian, Arkansas State Teachers 
College, Conway, addressed a dinner 
meeting of the Bookfellows Club in 
Little Rock on December 30. She 
discussed “Modern American poetry”. 
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